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THE315NT — Systematic Theology I: Foundations, Bible, Trinity
COURSE SYLLABUS

Credits: 3
Duration: 8 weeks

Course Description

A study of key topics in systematic theology, with special attention given to developing

skills necessary to identify the biblical foundation for each doctrine, the relationship each

doctrine has to all others, and the functional application of sound doctrine fo personal

spiritual development and service in the local church. Topics dealt with include:

o Prolegomena: the definition, nature, and method of theology; the concept of
revelation

o Bibliology: the inspiration, authority, inerrancy, necessity, sufficiency, and clarity of
Scripture

o Trinity: theistic and antitheistic systems, the doctrine of the Trinity

Course Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to...

Explain why the study of Systematic Theology is essential for a wholistic
understanding of God's Word and for faithful Christian discipleship.

Demonstrate an understanding of key theological terms and concepts.

Explain key biblical texts and themes relative to specific doctrines.

Evaluate different viewpoints on key doctrines.

Develop a personal theological statement on the topics covered in this class that
is logically consistent and biblically based.
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Required Media

Cole, G. A. (2020). Faithful Theology. Crossway. ISBN-13: 978-1433559112.
Grudem, W. (2020). Systematic Theology, 2nd ed. Zondervan. ISBN-13: 978-0310517979.
Wells, P. (2013). Taking the Bible at Its Word. Christian Focus. ISBN-13: 978-1845509699.
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Grading Grid
ASSESSMENTS (# in parentheses) TOTAL
Weekly Discussions (8) - 25 pts. each 200
Weekly Reading Quiz (8) — point totals vary 200
Personal Statement of Faith Papers (6) — 25 pts each 150
Application Essays (7) — 50 pts each 350
Reflection Papers (2) — 50 pts each 100
*Total Points: 1,000
Course Schedule
WEEK 1
Media

e Weber, Week 1 Introduction

e Grudem,Ch1l

e C(ole, Introduction & Chapters 1-3

e Weber, Theology and Theologians

e Weber, The Task of Theology

e Weber, The Good Servant and False Doctrine
e Weber, Sound Doctrine and False Doctrine

Assignments

e 1-1 Application Essay — See instructions in the course
e 1-2 Reflection Paper — See instructions in the course
e 1-3Quiz1l

e WHk1 Discussion - See instructions in the course
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WEEK 2

Media
e Weber, Week 2 Introduction
e Grudem, Ch 10
e Cole,Ch4-5
e Weber, Knowing God — Relational Knowledge
e Weber, Knowing About God — Doctrinal Knowledge
e Weber, Knowing the Incomprehensible
e Weber, The Doctrine of Revelation
e Wells, Ch 4-5
e Weber, General Revelation, Part 1
e Weber, General Revelation, Part 2
e Weber, Special Revelation, Part 1
e Weber, Special Revelation, Part 2

Assignments

e 2-1 Application Essay - See instructions in the course
o 2-2 Reflection Paper — See instructions in the course

e 2-3Quiz?2

e Wk2 Discussion - See instructions in the course

WEEK 3

Media
e Weber, Week 3 Introduction
e Grudem, Ch 2
e Grudem,Ch 4
e Weber, God Has Spoken, Part 1
e Weber, God Has Spoken, Part 2
e Wells,Ch8
e Weber, Divine Inspiration and Human Agency
e Wells, Ch 10
e Weber, Divine Inspiration and Absolute Authority

Assignments
e 3-1 Application Essay — See instructions in the course
e 3-2 Personal Statement of Faith — See instructions in the course
e 3-3Quiz3
e WHk3 Discussion - See instructions in the course
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WEEK 4

Media
e Weber, Week 4 Introduction
e Grudem,Chb
e Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (in Grudem, pp1484-1488)
e Boice, Ch 1-2
e Weber, Inerrancy — The Inductive Argument
e Weber, Inerrancy — The Deductive Argument
e Weber, Inspiration and Inerrancy
e Boice,Ch 3
e Weber, Affirming Biblical Inerrancy
e Weber, The Importance of Biblical Inerrancy
e Weber, Upholding Biblical Inerrancy — Inerrancy and Human Involvement
e Weber, Upholding Biblical Inerrancy — Inerrancy and “Accommodation”
e Boice, Ch 4-5
e Wells,Ch 12
e Weber, Biblical Inerrancy - Conclusion
e Boice, Conclusion

Assignments
e 4-1 Application Essay — See instructions in the course
e 4-2 Personal Statement of Faith — See instructions in the course
e 4-3Quiz4
e WHk4 Discussion - See instructions in the course
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WEEK 5

Media
e Weber, Week 5 Introduction
e Weber, The Purpose of Scripture
e Grudem,Ch6
e Weber, The Necessity of Scripture
e Grudem,Ch?7
e Weber, The Sufficiency of Scripture
e Weber, Sola Scriptura — Scripture Alone
e Wells, Ch 15
e Grudem,Ch8

Assignments

e b5-1 Application Essay — See instructions in the course

e 5-2 Personal Statement of Faith — See instructions in the course
e 5-3Quizb

e WHKk5 Discussion — See instructions in the course

e Weber, Week 6 Introduction

e Grudem, Ch 3

e Weber, The Canon of Scripture

e Weber, The Apocrypha

e Weber, The Preservation of Scripture

e Weber, The Finality of Scripture, Part 1

e Weber, The Finality of Scripture, Part 2

e Wells,Ch 13

e Grace To You, “Prophecy and the Closed Canon” (Parts 1-3)
e Wells, Ch 16

Assignments
e 6-1 Application Essay — See instructions in the course
e 6-2 Personal Statement of Faith — See instructions in the course
e 6-3Quiz6
e WHk6 Discussion - See instructions in the course
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WEEK 7

Media
e Weber, Week 7 Introduction
e Weber, Theism
e Grudem,Ch?9
e Weber, Introduction to the Doctrine of the Trinity
e Weber, The Progressive Revelation of the Doctrine of the Trinity
e Grudem, pp. 269-283
e Ryken & LeFebvre, Introduction and Ch 1-2
e Weber, The Doctrine of the Trinity — There Is One God
e Weber, The Doctrine of the Trinity — There Are Three Divine Persons
e Weber, The Doctrine of the Trinity — One God, Three Distinct Persons
e Weber, The Doctrine of the Trinity — Historical Developments
e Weber, The Doctrine of the Trinity — Trinitarian Essentials

Assignments

e 7-1 Application Essay — See instructions in the course

e 7-2 Personal Statement of Faith — See instructions in the course
e 7-3Quiz7

e WKk7 Discussion - See instructions in the course

WEEK 8

Media
e Weber, Week 8 Introduction
e Grudem, pp. 283-301; 319-325
e Keller, with Carson and Piper, “How To Better Understand the Trinity”
e Weber, Historical Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity
e Febles, “5 Reasons the Trinity Matters So Much”
e Ryken and LeFebvre, Ch 3-4

Assignments

e 8-1 Personal Statement of Faith — See instructions in the course
e 8-2Quiz8
e WHk8 Discussion - See instructions in the course
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Academic Honesty Policy:
Corban University is committed to high academic standards and expects students to

achieve these standards in a manner marked by integrity and honesty. Academic
honesty is the hallmark of true personal integrity. Students’ academic work is
evaluated on the assumption that the work presented is their own. Faculty and
students are expected to identify departures from academic honesty.

Principles of Academic Honesty:

1.

Academic honesty at Corban University is based on the biblical principle of
truthfulness. Truthfulness is inherent in the character of God. As beings created in the
image of God, we have that example to follow.

Students’ work must represent their own ideas, concepts, and current understanding.
Students must document appropriately any ideas or concepts borrowed from other
sources, including research, papers, or projects that the student has simultaneously or
previously submitted as coursework for other classes.

We measure learning progress by course assignments and examinations, and thus, we
cannot recognize standards of academic achievement when cheating occurs.

Cheating, plagiarism, or any form of dishonesty is unacceptable.

Cheating in any form devalues the credentials of the university and is detrimental to all
students.

The reputation of students, faculty, and the institution is damaged if the Corban
University administration does not apply appropriate discipline.
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Examples of Academic Dishonesty:

1. Cheating: intentional use or attempted use of deception, fraud, or misrepresentation in
one's work.

2. Fabrication: falsification or invention of any information or citation in any academic
exercise.

3. Facilitating dishonesty: helping or attempting to help another commit an act of
academic dishonesty, including substituting for others in examinations or allowing
one's own papers, reports or any other academic work to be claimed by another.

4. Plagiarism: representing without giving credit the words, data, or ideas of another as
one's own work in any academic exercise. This includes submitting, in whole or part,
prewritten term papers, or the research of another, including materials sold or
distributed by commercial vendors.

5. Cheating on examinations by the use of crib notes, unauthorized retrieval of
information previously stored in a computer, copying from another paper either before
or during the exam, or by any other means.

Theft of examination papers or other students’ work.

Writing an exam for another student.

Unauthorized collaboration on the preparation of coursework.

Submission of identical or substantially similar papers and/or course projects in more
than one class without the prior approval of faculty member(s) involved.

© 0N

Reasonable Accommodations: Corban University is committed to full compliance with the
Rehabilitation Act (Section 504), 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990. As part
of the implementation of this law, the university will continue to provide reasonable
accommodation for academically qualified students with disabilities so that they can
participate fully in the university's educational programs and activities. Although Corban
University is not required by law to change the "fundamental nature or essential curricular
components of its programs in order to accommodate the needs of disabled students," the
university will provide reasonable academic accommodation. It is the specific responsibility of
the university administration and all faculty serving in a teaching capacity to ensure the
university's compliance with this policy. Any student requesting academic accommodations
based on a disability is required to register with Student Support each semester. A
Reasonable Accommodations Letter for approved accommodations can be obtained by
contacting Student Support at studentsupport@corban.edu. Please submit the letter to that
email address as early in the session as possible.
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